
Firearms law amendment 

As you know, the Minister of Police, Paula Bennett has responded to the Report of the Law and 

Order Committee. She has accepted seven of the 20 recommendations, rejected 12, recommended 

one to proceed with changes, and added two of her own.  

Her response has been encouraging. She states “Nobody wants firearms getting into the hands of 

violent gang members but we also don’t want over the top rules and restrictions to be placed on 

hunters and shooters who manage their firearms responsibly.” We agree. This is a positive approach.  

She has shown this in a number of ways, through her rejection of those recommendations which 

create administrative obstacles to the sale and supply of firearms and ammunition which have little 

or no effect on the criminal underworld, rejecting a special restricted category for all semi-auto 

firearms, rejecting slow and gradual firearms registration, and changes in secure storage 

requirements which would see intrusions into one’s homes by the Police. She is in favour of a closer 

look at arms amnesties to bring in unregistered “grey” firearms but rejects that Police should control 

this process. This is a good move as the Police have an obvious conflict of interest, which would 

deter people turning in “grey” firearms. Her additional recommendations regarding suspensions of 

licenses appear to soften the current situation where revocations are hard to overturn. We welcome 

her recommendation for the Police to improve its consultative processes with the firearms 

community. 

However, there are eighty or more MPs who think firearms restrictions are a good idea. Any one of 

the following issues can balloon into tough restrictions so we need to watch these points: 

• Secure storage for A-Cat firearms is one of them. Another committee has been set up to look 

at this. In our view, there is insufficient evidence to show that the current provisions are at 

fault.  

• On-line sales and mail order sales are under scrutiny, although she sees no need to register 

websites facilitating trading in firearms, parts or ammunition.  

• There also needs to be more clarity around where she sees improvements needed in current 

licensing and permitting processes.  

• She accepts 12-month stand-down period after license revocation, but there still needs to be 

safeguards built in to protect innocent parties from malicious accusations resulting in loss of 

licence. We would like to see provision for some kind of streamlined appeals process.  

• We support her in reviewing the penalties under the Arms Act but point out that regulations 

do not mean much unless they are enforced. Attention to improved enforcement must 

follow.  

• We would also like to see more clarity around powers to suspend licences.  

 

What Can You Do? 

The Government will put together a draft of what they think the new legislation should contain 

(technically this is called a “Bill”). This is unlikely to happen until after the election in September.  

Assuming National is still the government, the Firearms Amendment Bill (or similar name) will be 

introduced to Parliament for its “first reading”. This is when it will be debated in Parliament. This is 

also the time we can make submissions, based on what we see in the new Bill. It is critical to make 

submissions at this time, while the law is in its formative stage. It is also the time when our voices 

can be most influential, as it becomes part of the general debate in forming the new legislation.  



Following this, the Bill, having taken into account the debate and submissions, is amended, and 

enters its “second reading” in Parliament. There is usually further debate, with potential for further 

amendment before being voted into law. This phase is also known as the “public stage”, and 

submissions can also be made at this stage. Usually Bills are close to their final form in its second 

reading, but any large tide of public opinion is still capable of forming changes in the Bill.  

When it is passed following the second reading it goes to a “Committee of whole House” (no direct 

independent public input here), gets a third reading, then it becomes law by Royal Assent and we 

must obey. This is why it’s so important to be part of the process that forms the new law. It is 

important therefore to keep an eye on the Bill as it proceeds, and make submissions as they are 

needed, to protect our rights and the public good.  

 

So how do we keep up? 

When the new Bill enters Parliament, a notice appears on this link. Please use it often to check on 

progress. 

https://www.parliament.nz/en/pb/bills-and-laws/bills-proposed-laws/  

When the Bill is introduced it gets its own web page. This can be accessed via a link from this 

website. It shows a brief description of the Bill and the name of the MP in charge, and hence the 

person we write to. It also shows a timeline of progress through the House. The bottom of the page 

shows links, probably the most important of which is “Bill Digest” which gives background notes 

which indicate Government’s thinking. “Hansard” gives a verbatim transcription of what was said 

during Parliamentary debate and which MP said it. “Reports” are there, if any. “Video” shows a 

recording of various MP addressing the Bill. “SOP” refers to “supplementary order papers”. These 

set out proposed amendments to a Bill. This should show how effective your submissions have been.  

We will keep members informed of any significant developments, but if members have come across 

anything important we may have missed, please get in touch with the club secretary or editor, to let 

us know.  

 

Can we do anything in the meantime? 

We are fortunate in the timing of this - an election is here. This is the only time your MP listens to 

you! 

Please approach your local MP or candidate, whatever their persuasion – write or speak face to face 

and tell them you want to know HOW they support law abiding Firearms owners. 

https://www.parliament.nz/en/pb/bills-and-laws/bills-proposed-laws/

